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During her time at Nixa, Courtney Brent
participated in basketball, softball, track and
volleyball, lettering in each sport. 

Brent received many honors related to
basketball: Captain of the 2000 State Champion
Basketball Team, Academic All-State in 2000,
Pre-Season All-American in 1999, KTXR Show Me
Lady Classic All-Tournament in 1999, Pink and
White MVP in 1997, Pink and White All-
Tournament Team in 1996, selected to the All-
Central Ozarks Conference Team in 1997-2000. 

Brent started every basketball game of her high
school career and had the highest team winning
percentage in those four years. Besides winning
state in 2000, Courtney's teams won the KTXR
Show Me Lady Classic in 1998 and 1999 and Pink
and White in 1997.

Randi Hunt participated in volleyball, basketball,
and soccer, lettering four years in volleyball and
basketball and three years in soccer. 

For volleyball she received multiple year
selection to the All-Central Ozark Conference and
All-District teams, Christian County MVP for two
years, two years was selected for the All-State
team, was top-ten in state record for kill
percentage in a game, and was selected for state
volleyball all-star team and games. 

For basketball, Hunt's honors included three year
All-Conference, All-District and All-Ozarks teams,
for two years was selected for All-State, Pink and
White MVP, played in three All-Star games after
graduation, and was a McDonald's All-American
Nominee. Hunt currently lives in Nixa with her
daughter Ellie and works at Nixa High School as a
Science teacher.Courtney Brent (L) and Randi Hunt (R)
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Girls Golf

Mia Farrar placed sixth at Districts and qualified and
competed at the State tournament, placing 27th.

Cross Country

The girls team made history by winning the Class 5
District 6 Championship for the first time in program
history. The entire team competed at the State meet
and placed a program-best 10th. Alicen Ashley won
the COC Championship, placed a team-best 25th at
State and received All-State honors. Lance Brumley
was named the Class 5 All-Region Girls "Coach of the
Year." Ashley, Emily Harris, Macy Kopp, Brooklyn
Bidinger and Adelyn Janssen were selected to the
Class 5 All-Region team. Ashley, Harris, and Kopp were
selected to the All-COC team.

On the boy’s side, Wes Hatman qualified and
competed at State, placing 159th, and was also
selected to the Class 5 All-Region and All-COC team.

Volleyball

Volleyball finished the year as the Class 5 State
runners-up with a record of 33-4, won their final eleven
games of the season and crowned the Class 5 District
11 championship. Jaycee Fixsen, Sydney Golden, and
Taylor Golmen were selected to the Class 5 All-State
team.

Girls Tennis

Girls tennis finished the year with the best record in
program history, 11-1, reached the District semifinal,
crowned the regular season COC championship, which
only marked the second time ever, and won the COC
and Nixa Tournament championships. Megan Brassard
and Olivia Engelman won the Doubles Flight No. 1 Nixa
Tournament championship. Anna Martens won the
Singles Flight No. 2 COC and Nixa Tournament
championship.

2020 FALL SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS
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Soccer

Soccer finished the year 15-10, won the Class 4
District 11 championship, and reached the State
playoffs for the first time since 2017. Nick Reid was
named the District "Player of the Year," the Class 4
All-Region Co "Goalkeeper of the Year," and was
selected to the All-State, All-Region, All-COC, and
All-District teams. Kaleb James was named the
District "Defensive Player of the Year." Evan Palmer
was named the District "Coach of the Year." Carson
Palmer was selected to the All-Region, All-COC, and
All-District teams.

Football

All in John Perry’s first year as head coach, the
team moved up to Class 6, defeated Joplin for the
first time in program history, started the season 6-
0, won the 2020 Back Yard Brawl, and finished
undefeated at Eagle Stadium. They had their first
winning season (9-3) since 2016, finished as the No.
6 ranked team in the state for Class 6, and finished
as the Class 6 District 3 runners-up, losing to
eventual State Champion Raymore-Peculiar. Perry
was named the SWMFCA Class 5-6 Region "Coach of
the Year." 

Boys Swimming 

Ilya Balyuk and Kai Brownlee qualified and
competed at the State meet. Balyuk placed 13th in
the 100 butterfly, which recognized him as an All-
State Honorable Mention recipient, and 17th in the
50 freestyle. Brownlee placed 20th in the 100
backstroke and 23rd in the 200 freestyle. Both
Balyuk and Brownlee won the COC in their
respective events and set new COC records: Balyuk
in the 100 butterfly and 200 individual medley, and
Brownlee in the 200 freestyle and 100 backstroke.

Softball

Softball finished the year 15-12 and reached the
District semifinals. Emma Vincent, Maddy Meierer
and Phoebe Gardner were selected to the All-
Region, All-COC, and All-District teams.

Pat D
ailey, H

eadliner Sports
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mia farrar
Q: When did you begin golfing?
A: I started playing golf when I was eight years old, and I
started playing because my grandpa golfed, so my dad
golfed, so it’s always been in the family.

Q: What is your favorite thing about golf?
A: I like the relationships I’ve created with golf, and I
definitely like hitting the ball far.

Q: What is the best shot you have made?
A: I’ve made some really long puts and chip shots but I
think it would be a 35-ft putt.

Q: What has been the best place you have golfed at?
A: Pinehurst. It’s a championship course in North Carolina. I
played there this past summer at Nationals.

Q: What is your favorite subject and teacher?
A: My favorite subject is math. It’s always come pretty
easy to me and just clicks. My favorite teacher is probably
Mr. Wickwar. He makes it so enjoyable.

Q: Do you have any siblings?
A: I have three siblings, two older brothers, and a younger
sister. My brothers did play golf at Nixa. My sister does
play a little bit, but she’s more a gymnast.

Q: Do you have a favorite golfer?
A: Dustin Johnson. I like him because he can hit the ball
and my game is like his.

Q: What is your dream job?
A: I would love to go professional one day, but I want to
teach younger kids to golf as well, so being a head
professional at a golf course would be so much fun.

Q: What was your State experience like?
A: The weather was definitely harsh both days, but it’s just
part of golf, and we were able to play through it. The first
day we were playing and it got canceled. I think playing
through that definitely helped me the second day because
conditions were still harsh but the first day was worse. The
second day was a lot more relaxed and the conditions
weren’t getting to me as much. The front nine was tough
but the second nine was definitely a lot better. Once I got
to the back nine, I was able to refocus my mind. I hit a
birdie and everything was starting to click. Overall, it was a
good experience, I feel very blessed and I feel like I will
qualify and hopefully be able to perform better and place
higher next year.

"Everyone always asks me,

'what do you do in your

free time?' I always have

to think about it and

besides sleeping, it’s really

just golf."
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emily harris
Q: What was your State experience like?
A: The experience was really fun. The night before we had
a nice dinner, played some games and did some team
bonding. The race itself was definitely different than other
meets because they isolate runners which puts more
stress on you. The race for me in particular was not the
greatest race, but I still got my third-best time. I was glad
that I got to go and compete. It was a great experience
and now I know what the course is like and I feel a lot
more prepared for next year.

Q: What is one thing you cannot live without?
A: Fruit. I have this obsession with eating fruit. Peaches or
blackberries are definitely my favorite.

Q: When did you begin running?
A: I began running in seventh grade because I just wanted
to keep in shape and also be part of a team so I joined
cross country.

Q: What is your favorite thing about cross country and
running?
A: My favorite thing about the sport is the team. It’s the
best team sport around. The people around you are so
supportive and it impacts you so much. You get out of it
what you put it in. If you are constantly working hard, you
will see that results and I really like that aspect.

Q: What is your personal-best time?
A: 19:25 and I got that this year.

Q: Do you have any siblings?
A: I have one younger brother in eighth grade and he kind
of followed in my footsteps and has been running for the
junior high team.

Q: Are you involved in any other extra-curricular
activities?
A: Track, National Honor Society, and FCA

Q: What does it mean to you to be a part of Nixa’s first-
ever girls District Championship team?
A: It’s so special to me. It was definitely a very cool and
exciting moment because Nixa girls had never done that
before. Now, with our whole team returning, our next goal
is to place top-4 at State, which also has never been done
before.

"I like seeing results and I

like being able to

physically put in the work

and effort to see those

results come out. I’ve been

raised on you always work

hard. Being a hard worker

is important to me."
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POISED TO
REGAIN
DISTRICT
TITLE

TIME FOR A POWERHOUSE

"WE'VE GOT A VETERAN GROUP AND
THEY KNOW HOW TO PLAY."
- JAY OSBORNE, HEAD COACH

B Y  P A T  D A I L E Y ,  H E A D L I N E R  S P O R T S



Going on his fourth year as a starting guard for Nixa, Kaleb Wofford
hasn’t been part of a District championship team. In fact, his senior
class could be the first to go through high school without celebrating
at least one Eagles District title since the graduating class of 2007.

Wofford is optimistic Nixa has all the makings of a team that can end
the program’s three-year post-season title drought.

“This is probably going to be the best team I’ve been a part of in my
time at Nixa,” Wofford said. “We have a good point guard, a lot of
shooters and a lot of size and athleticism. We have all the
(ingredients) to have a winning team. Our entire starting five and
guys coming off the bench are all capable of playing at the next
level."

“We’re going to be a powerhouse,” junior guard Colin Ruffin added.

Coach Jay Osborne likes his team, as well. He stresses defense will be
key.  “Our big thing is we’ve got to convince these guys to be
defenders,” Osborne said. “When they start buying in to guarding
people, being aggressive on the defensive end and getting
deflections and getting in passing lanes, we’ll be pretty good. They all
can shoot and score and play hard on the offensive end. We’ve got
some athleticism, good shooters, and a couple good ball-handlers.
We’ll be able to score inside and along the perimeter. But
defensively, we’ve got to get everybody to buy in to what we’re
doing.”

"Time will tell," Osborne added. "We've got a veteran group and they
know how to play."

Nixa boasts returners all over the floor from last season's 21-7 outfit
that won a share of the COC championship. Ruffin, Combs, guard T.J.
Sorgenfrei, forwards Kael Combs and Jason Jones and center

Colten Berry all have experience on their side. Combs enjoyed a
productive freshman season and is on track for elevated success.

“Kael has had a good preseason and fall," Osborne said. "He could
be our best player when he wants to be. His effort has been good.
He’s been aggressive on the offensive end, has improved his 3-point
shooting, and defensively he could be a real problem for people
because of his athleticism and he has good hands. If he plays at
both ends of the floor, he’s going to have a great year.”

The Eagles will mix in guard Jackson Bray and center Jaret Nelson.
Bray is a transfer from Spokane.

"He’s going to fit in well. He’s a hard worker,” Osborne said of Bray.
“It’s going to take him a little while to figure out what we’re doing.
Once he does, Jackson’s going to help us."

“We’ll have good depth,” Osborne added. “We’ll have eight or nine
guys who we will play. It’s hard to play more than eight or nine.
We’ve tried that at times over the years and it doesn’t work. Seven
players is probably the best, eight is difficult, and nine or more is
almost impossible."

The Eagles debuted at Fayetteville, Ark. with a win. They won the
Carthage Tournament, opened up at home with a new a win against
Blair Oaks and started the year off on a eight-game winning streak
(8-0), until falling to Hartville in the Blue and Gold Championship
game.

Nixa will control their own destiny in the later stages of the season
as the newly assigned District pairings are in the Eagles favor this
year.

Nixa is in Class 6 District 11 with Branson, Glendale, and Ozark.
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Kaleb Wofford was able to take pride in being back to his smooth-
shooting self as a junior last season. He showed resilience by bouncing
back from a subpar sophomore season.

But the shooting slump Wofford overcame pales in comparison to the
adversity he battled through earlier this fall. He was absent from school
for most of September and half of October with a liver disease and
digestive disease.

“We kind of wished it was COVID (19)-related, but it wasn’t,” he said.

The reason Wofford would have accepted a positive coronavirus test
result was for weeks doctors were not able to diagnose his condition.

“For a seven-week period, we had no idea what was going on. I was
going to bed with a fever every single night,” Wofford said. “I had a very
painful three- to four-week period. I had a lot of anxiety. I’m not going to
lie, I wasn’t sure if I was going to be able to play again. 

“I had to go through a couple procedures and they did a colonoscopy,”
he added. “It took (doctors) a while to figure out what was going on. I
guess it’s kind of hereditary. My grandpa had one of the conditions. But
there hadn’t been anyone else (in our family) who had a similar
condition besides him. I'm just glad the doctors knew what it is and that
they gave me the right medicine to get well, and I’m back on the court.
Both (diseases) are in remission now.”

Wofford lost 20 pounds during his ordeal and anguished while looking
at his frail frame.

“When I lost all that weight while I was sick, I would look in the mirror
and feel like, ‘How am I going to be the athlete I once was?’” he said.

Wofford’s teammates and Nixa coach Jay Osborne worried for his well-
being during the few instances in which they saw him. They couldn’t
help but notice the weight he had lost.

“He came in for eighth hour one day and I felt terrible for him,” Colin
Ruffin said. “When he was out, everyone was upset. Things were off.
He’s so much fun to be around and is such a good teammate for all of
us.

“He didn’t look very good,” Osborne said. “You hate to see anyone go
through something like that, especially a 17-year-old kid.”

Wofford takes solace in the fact that the timing of the outbreak of the
diseases didn’t cost him any part of his senior season. He’s gained 12
pounds over the past month and is confident he’s had enough court
time to regain his shooting legs and be well prepared for this season.

Wofford figures to join Nixa’s 1,000-point club sometime during the
2021 portion of the Eagles’ season.

“It was tough to gain the weight and muscle back. But I’m back to about
my normal weight,” he said. “I’m feeling about 90 percent and excited
to have a great year. I had a bump in the road. But I’m happy to be in the
situation I’m in now where I’m healthy enough to play at a high level.”

BACK IN THE

GAME
B Y  P A T  D A I L E Y ,  H E A D L I N E R  S P O R T S



Colin Ruffin was generally regarded a year ago at this time as a
backup whose emergence on the varsity level was probably still a
year away. His name didn’t appear in any Nixa pre-season previews.

So anonymous was Ruffin that game rosters listed him as Colin in
some gyms and Kolin in others.

Ruffin, too, thought he might have to wait to make a name for
himself.

“At this time last year, I didn't know if I was going to get much
playing time,” he said. “I'm glad coach (Jay) Osborne had trust in
me.”

Ruffin earned Osborne’s trust enough to eventually earn the starting
point guard job. He solidified Nixa’s offense with a calming influence
and the ball was secure in his hands. Along the way, he averaged 6.8
points, 2.4 assists, and 1.6 steals a game. His contributions grew as
the season did.

Ruffin became a prime example of a player who consistently tried to
do all the right things and was rewarded for it.

“I tried to have a good attitude all the time and work hard,” he said.
“I didn't know if I was going to get to play. But it ended up that they
needed another point guard and they brought me up. I kept working
hard and having a good attitude. I ended up being pretty successful
enough that coach Osborne trusted me.”

A growth spurt since his freshman freshman year has Ruffin at 6-
foot-3 as a junior. He’s developed into a next-level name. College
coaches asked about him as he played AAU Missouri Flight last
summer.

“Missouri S&T, Missouri State, and Holy Cross have looked at me,”
Ruffin said. “I picked up some interest and hopefully I can pick up
some more. I try to keep all that out of my head, though, so I can
focus on my game and my teammates and focus on winning.”

Topping Ruffin’s agenda this season has been becoming a captain of
sorts on the court.

“He's our point guard and point guards have to be leaders,” Osborne
said. “He's got to get more vocal. We're trying to find some
leadership. We've got guys who need to start pushing themselves
harder and push their teammates.”

“Coach has been on me about how to be a better leader,” Ruffin
said. “I know my role here. I think I can lead this year, even though
I'm not a senior."

NEW YEAR,
NEW LEADER
B Y  P A T  D A I L E Y ,  H E A D L I N E R  S P O R T S



BY PAT DAILEY, HEADLINER SPORTS

Soaring into the 2020-21 season, the Nixa Lady Eagles will have a
strong, experienced and talented young core, with hopes to obtain
the elusive District title and return back to the State tournament,
which hasn't happened since 2018.

Head coach Jennifer Perryman returns key players that had a
tremendous offseason and welcomes new additions to her squad that
are coming off a 14-13 season a year ago.

That record is deceiving to most people. The Lady Eagles were hit
hard by injury woes and adversity all last season, especially with the
loss of their leading offensive scorer Emily Edwards, who was
sidelined with a sudden and rare heart disease called Arrhythmogenic
Right Ventricular Cardiomyopathy (ARVC).

Thus, Perryman had to find different ways to get her offense rolling
with new and unfamiliar faces, and they stepped up.

“The returners all gained a tremendous amount of experience having
to step into a unique situation last year with Emily being sidelined,”
Perryman said. “Our returners had a great summer and forged
chemistry quickly with our four newcomers.”

One spotlight returnee who filled that offensive void, while also being
one of the anchors to their defense, is junior guard Ali Kamies.

Kamies was a First Team All-COC and District selection a year ago and
averaged 14 points and 3 steals.  “Ali certainly has the skill set and
talent to contribute to our team's success. She is one of the best
defenders in the state,” said Perryman. “I think last year helped her
learn how important consistency is. I look for all of those lessons
learned to pay off this season.”

Ali’s older sister, Katie, a senior, returns as a starter and was well
known for her defensive abilities, but her versatility provides
Perryman with options.

“We return Katie who is a starter and was named to the COC All-
Defense Team last season,” Perryman said. “Katie is an incredibly
skilled player who will contribute on both ends of the floor.”

Junior Rhianna Gibbons returns to join the Kamies family in the
backcourt. Gibbons really came alive in the late stages of the season
and proved that she can be an offensive threat for the Lady Eagles,
who averaged nine points as a sophomore.

“Rhi is so good at what she does on the court,” Perryman said. “I
expect her to pick up exactly where she left off in the District
championship game.”

Although the Lady Eagles fell just short in that game to Kickapoo,
Gibbons exploded for a career-high 22 points, 20 of which came in
the second half.

Perryman and the Lady Eagles welcomed junior guard Macie
Conway from Kickapoo.

Conway rounds out the Lady Eagles’ strong and talented backcourt,
which is arguably one of the best in the area. She averaged 16 points
per game and was a First Team All-OC and District selection her
sophomore year and will contribute in many facets for the Lady
Eagles.

“Macie is one of the best guards in the area. Her experience,
strength, and skill set are absolutely going to help our team get to
the next level,” Perryman said. “I expect Macie to continue on the
success she has already had. With adding Macie, I don’t think there
is a more talented backcourt in this area,” 

Macie will bring along her sister, Sadie, a freshmen, to the court,
making a second sister duo for the Lady Eagles.

“Macie and Sadie fit our system and style of play perfectly,” said
Perryman. “They both made an immediate impact this summer and
their competitiveness will add so much to our program. I expect
Sadie to step in and make her presence known right away.”

SOARING TO NEW HEIGHTS
B Y  A L E X  S T E I N ,  N I X A  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S

SOARING TO NEW HEIGHTS

1 2  |  W I N T E R  2 0 2 0 - 2 1 N - T H E - Z O N E



BY PAT DAILEY, HEADLINER SPORTS

Along with Sadie, two other freshmen will see time in the rotation.

“Lilly Mahy and Jacy Bray are also freshman newcomers,”
Perryman said. “They will contribute and impact our varsity team
in a big way with the rest of the newcomers.”

The senior core for the Lady Eagles consists of the elder Kamies,
Emma Vincent, Addy Weaver, Lexi Ingwerson and Tori Yantis. Two
of the five seniors will be sidelined due to injury, and the others will
be relied upon for their leadership capabilities.

“Lexi and Tori will not play at all this season due to another ACL
tear for Lexi and a career-ending back injury for Tori,” said
Perryman. “Addy is about as steady as can be. She is very
consistent in her play and her leadership has been a blessing for
us. Emma brings a toughness and a competitive spirit that is much
needed in our program.”

Size may not be one of their strengths this season as only one Lady
Eagle stands above 5-foot-10.

Sophomore Norah Clark stands the tallest at 6 foot 1 inch. Clark, an
outside hitter for the State runner-up Lady Eagles volleyball team,
will be the paint presence inside for the Lady Eagles. She saw
action as a freshman but was not on many team’s radars as a
player to watch, but Perryman expects that to vastly change.

“Norah has grown tremendously in her game,” Perryman said.
“Her size and length make her an advantage at every position on
the court. She is an incredible athlete, and I expect for her to have
a breakout season.”

What they lack in size will be made up in their tempo, defense, and
depth up and down the bench, making them a contender for a
deep postseason run.

“We will play ten players this season and we will run and run and
run,” Perryman said. “We want to defend full court for 32 minutes
and to do that, it takes a deep bench.”

The 2020-21 schedule will not be easy by any means. The Lady
Eagles will see tough non-conference opponents in Fayetteville,
Battle, St. James, West Plains, and Kickapoo.

Tournament fields include the Carl Junction Lady Classic, the
annual Pink and White, and Nixa Invitational Tournaments (NIT).
The NIT fields Parkview, Republic, and West Plains.

The Lady Eagles will look to crown the COC title in a very stacked
conference, with the likes of Nixa, Ozark, Republic, and Willard as
powerhouses teams atop the conference. Nixa finished fourth in
the COC last year at 7-3. Losses came to Ozark, Republic, Carl
Junction, all of which made the State tournament.

The Lady Eagles have kicked off the season in great form, starting
off at 11-3, defeated Parkview in the season opener, won the Carl
Junction Lady Classic, and followed up with wins at Clever and
Battle. Conway was named MVP of the Carl Junction Lady Classic.
tournament.

In the Pink and White, Nixa placed second in the White Division,
falling to West Plains in triple overtime in the championship game.

For Perryman, she just wants to have a full season for her kids and
leave a positive affirmation on and off the court.

“I am hopeful for a full season, and we are doing our part to ensure
that we get to play," said Perryman. "We want to make our
program, school, and community proud of us on and off the floor
in who we are and what we do. We have many tangible goals as a
team and are motivated to work hard to achieve those goals."
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Lady Eagles basketball coach Jim Middleton will be inducted into the
Missouri Sports Hall of Fame on January 31, 2021.

History of Middleton's coaching career, which dates back to the 1990s, is
below, provided by the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame.

A graduate of Nixa High School and Missouri State University, Middleton
became one of the state’s most successful basketball coaches. He initially
coached at West Plains High School (1989-1991) and then was an assistant
coach for the MSU Lady Bears’ 1992 Final Four team. He later coached 14
seasons at Southwest Baptist University, with a program-best 239-158
record (.602 win percentage). He guided the Lady Bearcats to six NCAA
Division II Tournament appearances, including a Sweet 16 appearance in
2000 and was twice nominated for the NCAA Division II Basketball Coach
of the Year (2001, 2008) and named the MIAA Coach of the Year in 2008.
He then coached the Nixa girls for five seasons (2009-2013), with the 2009
team winning the Class 5 state title and earning a No. 15 national ranking.
His Nixa teams produced eight collegiate players. As an athlete, Middleton
was a four-sport letterman, including for Nixa’s 1978 state championship
team and 1979 state third-place team.

MIDDLETON TO BE
INDUCTED INTO MISSOURI
SPORTS HALL OF FAME



Macie Conway embarked on a new journey in the summer and
little did she know she would find a home in Nixa and the Lady
Eagles.

Conway spent the previous years two years at Kickapoo and was a
force against Nixa. She scored double-digits against Nixa last year,
including a 17 point performance that helped end Nixa’s season in
the District final.

The transfer all happened in a blink of an eye. “It really wasn’t a
choice and just kind of happened. Everything fell into place for the
best,” Conway said. “When it all was happening, I was just rolling
with the punches with a positive attitude. I was more excited for
something new,” she said.  “Looking at new situations with a
positive mindset definitely sets the tone for how things are going
to go."

It did not take long for Conway to adapt to her new situation and
realize Nixa was the right decision.

“The summer before school started we came in and did practices
and games, and I absolutely fell in love with the team, the coaches,
and the style of play,” said Conway. “They are all awesome. It only
took a few practices and games and then we instantly clicked.”

During those summer workouts and games too, head coach
Jennifer Perryman knew Conway would significantly impact and
help her team come this winter.

“Macie made an immediate impact this summer,” Perryman said.
“Her experience, strength and skill set are absolutely going to help
our team get to the next level.”

Conway said, “I hope to bring energy, leadership, encouragement
and any past knowledge I’ve learned over the last ten years and be
there for every single one of my teammates because we are all a
family and in it together ” 

Conway had help in her new teammates when the school year
came around, aiding in a smooth transition for her, along with her
younger sister freshman Sadie.

Macie and Sadie will not only be seen in school together, but on
the court together as well, and pretty much in anything they do.

“She’s (Sadie) always been my teammate, partner and sister,”
Conway said. “We’ve always played basketball. We’ve played on
teams together and played on teams against each other. When we
played on different teams, we would still go to each other’s
practices and games, and, when we go to the gym, we usually go

FINDING A NEW
HOME

B Y  A L E X  S T E I N ,  N I X A  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S

together, and we then spend a lot of time working on our game
together.”

This year Macie and Sadie have teamed up together representing
the Nixa Lady Eagles, and, like they have always been, reading each
other’s mind in the process.

“We have really good chemistry and feed off each other because
we’ve played together for so long. It’s been helping out so much
because she knows my spot and I know hers. She knows when I’m
about to cut and vice versa,” Conway said. "Emotionally, on and off
the court, we know when to give those boosts of encouragement
when something's up so that’s nice.”

Conway already has done a fine job in representing Nixa in the early
stages and has fit in right at home, while loving every minute of it.
She has guided the Lady Eagles to a 11-3 start, which included a Carl
Junction Tournament title, and was named MVP of that
tournament.

Nixa is becoming a great place for her. "I love the atmosphere. I love
the coaches. I love the girls. It all worked out for the best,” stated
Conway.



ellie jett
Q: When did you all begin swimming?
A: I began swimming competitively about six years ago,
mostly because I needed a sport when I moved to
Missouri and swimming is kind of a big deal here so my
mom was like, ‘you should try it,’ so I did.

Q: What events do you swim?
A: The 200 free, 100 breaststroke, and 200/400 free
relays.

Q: What is your favorite thing about swimming?
A: The team, definitely. It’s a big family and it’s so much
fun to hang out with them. You swim together. You’re in
pain together all the time, so you have so much to talk
about. I also really love the competitiveness of it.

Q: What is your favorite event to swim in?
A: The 200 free, definitely. It’s just long enough to where
you can’t sprint completely, but it’s short enough to where
you have to sprint.

Q: What is one fact about you that no one knows?
A: This surprises people a lot but I went to Nepal for a
mission trip, and it’s my favorite place in the world.

Q: Did you play any other sports growing up or have
any hobbies?
A: When I was a kid, I played lots of sports, pretty much all
of them. I played basketball, softball, and gymnastics.
Sports are a big deal in my family. I was on a soccer team
when I used to live in Texas. I love the outdoors and hiking.
That’s a big part of my life.

Q: What is life like inside the classroom for Ellie?
A: My school life is very busy. I’m doing the AP Capstone
diploma, so I’m in AP Research. I have to take six AP
classes and pass all of the tests in order to get that.

Q: What is your favorite subject?
A: Anything history related. We have a great department
and the teachers make a huge difference. I really loved
taking world history.

Q: Are you involved in any other extracurricular
activities besides swimming?
A: Spanish Club, Cooking Club, and Spanish National
Honors Society.

I want to be a traveling

orthodontist and go on

mission trips to South

America and do dental

work in third world

countries. That’s the

dream.
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NEW FACES IN THE WATER
Looking at the Nixa Lady Eagles swim team for the
2020-21 season, there will be many newcomers who are
multi-sport athletes jumping in for the first time.

Some of those athletes have already caught head coach
Pete Hill’s attention.

Abby Harrison, a standout on the soccer team and a
Southwest Baptist University signee, joins the Lady
Eagles this year. Harrison’s soccer teammates Ashlynn
Stonebeger (Evangel University signee) and Emma Light
will also be in the pool.

Light was also a member of the Lady Eagles golf team in
the fall with her older sister Abby. Both Lights along
with teammate Olivia Kindell will be swimming for Nixa,
too.

Well known for their performances on the tennis court
in the fall, doubles partners Olivia Engelman and Megan
Brassard have joined the swim team. Their teammate
Jazmin Hohnmann accompanies them as well.

“Olivia (Engelman) and Abby (Harrison) show really
great promise,” Hill said. “I’ve seen some good things
out of them. Megan Brassard is a good breaststroker
already. I’m super impressed with all of them. They all
have their own little strengths, which are going to play
well with the team.”

Three State qualifiers from last season return for Hill
and the Lady Eagles, highlighted by junior Ellie
Turnbull.

Turnbull was an individual qualifier in the 100 free and
received All-State honorable mention honors, placing
15th. She was also a member of the 200 and 400 free
state relay teams. The 200 team placed 15th.

Unfortunately, due to an early start, the 400 team received a
DQ, but prior to State, they won the COC and set a new meet
record.

As a freshman, Turnbull was a member of the 200 and 400
free State relay teams with Nixa great Olivia Stoneman.
Turnbull was the first leg for that team along with last year’s
team.

Hill will be placing Turnbull in the 100 free again and adding
the 50 free as well.

Senior Ellie Jett, who was also a member of those 200 and
400 relays in 2019, returns. Jett, too, was also part of the 200
medley state relay team from a year ago. Jett swam the
second leg in both.

The final state qualifier is senior diver Lille Blevins. Blevins
became Nixa’s first state qualifying diver in 2018 as a
freshman and placed 30th. She qualified again in 2020 as a
junior and placed 16th.

Hill expects all three to be back at St. Peter’s Rec Plex come
February. This time for Jett, individually.

“Lille gets more confident every year,” Hill said. “She learned
a lot from last season. Her confidence is really high this year,
and we will see much better results from her at State.

“Ellie (Jett) is very multipurpose. She’s a super-strong IM’er,
her breaststroke has been looking strong and she’s really
worked hard in the offseason. I am hopeful for her
individually to qualify this year with Ellie (Turnbull),” Hill
added.

Qualifying a relay team is the big question mark for Hill. Hill
has options and remains hopeful but will need to fill two
voids and replace a key swimmer, Payge Plank, who Hill
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originally didn’t think would need to be replaced. Plank transferred to
Republic.

Turnbull and Jett atop the relays but options remain for the other spots.

“We lost a really good sprinter and just an overall strength to the team in
Payge,” Hill said. “Emma Beadle is back and she’s strong. Sophie Dunn is
a three-year swimmer and is strong but just needs to come around. A
couple of the new ones like Olivia Engelman and Abby Harrison, too.

“Abby and Leah Martin are returners and have been swimming for me for
years. Abby has really stepped up her game. Karleigh Spence is a strong
swimmer year round. All those girls I think have the potential but it’s still
early,” also added Hill.

Blevins had the company of now graduated Abby Rock with her last
season. She has now doubled her teammates in her final go-around.

“Rylie Jones, Delaney Simmons, and Abby Light, they’re all new,” Hill
said.

Due to COVID-19 stipulations, the team will not be able to travel to the
Kansas City Classic meet, where in the past the State cut times were met.

The Lady Eagles will be able to try and achieve those State times at other
highly competitive meets this season like the Monett Invitational, Webb
City Invitational, the COC Championships, and the SWMO
Championships.

Hill will pool a roster of 34 swimmers and is optimistic about what’s in
store for this season.

“I’m super happy with where we're at, and I think it's going to be a good
year,” Hill said.

But, at the end of the day, winning meets is not what Hill intends for.

“My goal is the same every year. I don’t care if we win or lose meets,” said
Hill. “I want to do a good enough job coaching and leading the girls in the
right direction that they have a phenomenal season-ending meet,
whatever it may be, that it’s the best one they ever had because they get
to keep that for a lifetime.”
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GOING 
TO BE REAL
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A year ago was a historic season for the Nixa girls wrestling program.

The program saw its first girls State champion in Ashlyn Eli at 103
pounds. Eli was dominant in Missouri, finishing undefeated at 32-0.
She also made history by recording the fastest pin in a
championship match at just 45 seconds. She enters this year
nationally ranked at No. 21 in the country by FloWrestling.com.

Eli was also joined at State by two other returning State medalists.

Sophomore Kirsten Fugitt placed fourth at 125 as a freshman in her
first year wrestling. Fugitt finished her first season 28-12 and placed
third at Districts.  She will be at 127 or 132.

Junior and two-time state qualifier Harmony Rust placed sixth at
166 as a sophomore, finishing 30-5, including a third-place finish at
Districts. She qualified for state at 187 as a freshman. She will be 
at 174 this year.

Head coach Dustin Martin welcomes another State qualifier from
last season to his team but is a newcomer to Nixa. Senior Anna Alviar
joins the Lady Eagles from Knob Noster. Alviar qualified for State at
187 and finished last season with a record of 16-16. She will be at
195 for her final campaign and will contribute significantly to the
Lady Eagles, especially for Rust.

“She (Anna) brings a lot,” said Martin. “Harmony was kind of all by
her self in the upper weights and did not really have anyone to
workout with. By Anna coming in, it not only helps Harmony but
helps Anna, too, because they both have quality practice partners
now."

Rounding out the upper weights is freshman Jordan Brooks. Brooks
has experience in the ring and will be slated at 235.

“Jordan wrestled in youth but hadn’t wrestled in six to seven years
and is back this year,” Martin said. "She's going to her timing and
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CRAHAN CHASING ELI'S
EXAMPLE WHILE GOING FOR A
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
B Y  P A T  D A I L E Y ,  H E A D L I N E R  S P O R T S

Not many freshmen have the kind of
unofficial high school debut Nixa’s Brenya
Crahan enjoyed.

During the Eagles’ and Lady Eagles’
preseason duals, Crahan edged teammate
Kirsten Fugitt 3-1. Fugitt won 28 matches
and finished fourth at 125 pounds at State
last season.

Not many freshmen also have the high
expectations surrounding them that Crahan
and others have set for her right off the bat
this season.

“I would like to win State this year,” Crahan
said somewhat matter of factly.

“I see her winning State this year,” Nixa
junior Ashlyn Eli said. “She definitely has
more technique and skill than I did when I
was a freshman.”

Crahan’s experience is quite extensive. She
has already been on the mat for more than
10 years, having started wrestling when she
was four years old.

“I was there to have fun then,” she said. “I
didn’t care if I won or lost.”

As time went by, Crahan drew inspiration by
watching her older brother, Cole, compete
for the Eagles. He’s a junior this year and
won a COC championship at 120 as a
freshman two years ago.

“He was a big influence on me,” Brenya
said. “I look up to him and wanted to be
like him. He works super hard and 
that’s what got me working hard.”

When the Missouri State High Schools
Activities Association first sponsored girls
wrestling two years ago, Crahan watched
with keen interest as Eli served as a
pioneer for the Lady Eagles. Eli was a State
runner-up as a freshman and became the
program’s first State champion as a
sophomore last season.

Crahan practiced occasionally with Eli
during ‘open mat’ sessions and is thrilled
to now call her a teammate.

“I’m super excited to finally be a part of the
girls program and be in the room with
Ashlyn and practicing with her,” Crahan
said.

Crahan, who will wrestle at either 122 or
127 this season, has won multiple youth
state championships. But she leaves no
doubt a high school state title would mean
more to her.

“(Youth championships) were fun,” she
said. “But I’m more looking forward to high
school state championships.”

Eli is set to defend her title. After winning a
gold medal at 103 last season, she’ll be at
102 this time around in accordance to
MSHSAA’s changes in weight classes.

Eli entered practices in a bit of catch-up
mode. She didn’t work out much in the off-
season, as she took on a job at Golden
Corral in Springfield.

“I didn’t go to any of our workouts, except
for some open mats,” she said. “When I
went to a pre-season Nationals in Illinois, I
didn’t do well because I hadn’t been on
the mat all summer since I was working.”

Eli's workload is now about being on the
mat daily. She gave her two-week’s notice
to Golden Corral prior to the start of
practices.

“I quit my job to focus on wrestling,” Eli
said. “I’m very motivated and ready to
compete."

Ashlyn Eli (L) 
Breyna Crahan (R)

Pat D
ailey, H

eadliner Sports

moves back and will be pretty tough."

Other newcomers that will see time are freshmen Breyna Crahan
and Addison Eli.

Crahan comes in providing a lot of experience with an already
impressive resume. 

She has wrestled for over ten years and has won multiple youth
national titles, including a recent youth USA Girls Preseason
Folkstyle National Championship in October. 

Crahan will see action at 122 or 127 and Addison Eli at 143 this
year.

Junior twins Micah and Micyala Ballew are returners and will be at 

107 and 112. Sophomore Emily Thomassen is the final returner
and will be at 127 or 132.

Newcomers in the likes of freshmen Brittney Williams and Taelor
Dorr and sophomore Harper Simpson will be mixed in as well.

“From a collective standpoint, our girls are going to be really
tough and are poised to potentially have a really tough team and
a good season,” he said. “We have multiple tough strong wrestlers
that make for great work out partners which really continues to
help elevate their growth.”

The Lady Eagles toughness has been portrayed in the early stages
of the season. They opened up the year with a tri-dual home
sweep, jumped out to a 5-0 dual record, and finished second at
the Tough As Nails, Nixa and Parkview Invitational Tournaments.



Entire roster is stacked

EAGLES PROVIDE
EXPERIENCE AND STATE
QUALIFIERS
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Nixa wrestling head coach Dustin Martin
is ecstatic that he will have numerous
options to select from in the heavy
weights for the 2020-21 season.

Strong options too.

“For the first time ever, we will have
multiple options, and we’re actually
going to have some depth at all weight
classes,” Martin said on his
heavyweights. “Last year I think we had
barely enough to fill each one. If anyone
would get sick or hurt, we would have no
one to replace them. This year, if that
were to happen, we can replace them
and manipulate our lineup.”

Of his four state qualifiers from a year
ago, only one was a heavy weight.

Junior John Gholson finished last year
34-15 and qualified for State as a
sophomore at 220 pounds. He went 1-2
at State, placed third at Districts and was
a COC runner-up.

Martin’s remaining heavy weights are
freshman Jayden Antonelli (182),
sophomore Avry Rutherford, freshman
Evan Rutherford, and junior Michael
Turner (182-195), sophomore Charles
Speak, junior Peyton Nevels,  freshman
Ethan Cho (195-220), and sophomore
Garrett Davidson (220-285).

Avry Rutherford, Davidson, Nevels,
Speaks, and Turner are all returners. Last
year Rutherford finished 16-22, Davidson
31-19, Nevels 13-14, Speaks 22-16, and
Turner 19-22.

The lower weights, which are led by
returning State qualifiers and medalists,
will be the strength for the Eagles.

“We should be above strong in the lower
weights. Our upper weights are pretty
strong, too,” said Martin. “Our
middleweights are a little younger but
they’re still competitive. I don’t think we
totally fall off anywhere.”

Zan Fugitt finished runner-up at 106
pounds a year ago as a freshman and he
will be at 106 or 113 this year. Fugitt
finished with a team-best record of 45-5
and won the District and COC
championships as well. He competed in
the Super 32 Tournament, one of the
toughest individual high school national
tournaments in South Carolina, during 



For the first time ever, we will have multiple options, and we’re
actually going to have some depth at all weight classes.

Haruki Murakami, Jodi Picoult, and Michael 
Cunningham, most definitely.

”“

The Nixa wrestling team won the Carl Junction Tournament by defeating McDonald County, Seneca (2x), Frontenac and Monett.

Senior Deagan Fugitt is a two-time state
qualifier and will be at 126. Fugitt qualified
for State at 120 as a junior and went 2-2 and
at 113 as a sophomore. He finished last
season with a record of 38-11 and won the
COC and District title.

The final returner State qualifier is senior
Kolyn Eli. Eli was a State qualifier in 2018,
took a year off and returned back to the
ring in 2020. 

Eli is back and motivated more than ever
now.

“He regrets not coming out his junior year
so he’s highly motivated. His mind is in a
great place now,” Martin said. ”He’s done a
great job in here thus far. He’s doing all the
intangibles that we’ve never seen him do."

Eli finished his sophomore year 43-15, went
2-2 at state, won the COC title 
and placed third at Districts.

Freshman Aidan Ward completes the the
lower weights at 120-126 and has the

potential to make a big impact. Fellow
freshman Payton Link may see some action
in the ring at 126-132 too.

In the middle weights, Martin has multiple
options as well.

Senior Dylan Carter is a three-year starter
and has been one bubble match away from
qualifying for State the past three years
and will be at 152 or 160. Carter finished
last year 28-18.

“He’s a hard worker and highly motivated,”
said Martin.

Other returning starters in the middle
weights include juniors Dylan Webster
(132), Sam Wallace (138), Cole Crahan (138-
145), Alex Bewley (145), and Connor
Fangrow (145).

Eagles debuted on Dec. 4 with wins against
Farmington and Rogersville. They are off to
an 13-1 start to the season, which includes
a Carl and Carthage Tournament
Championship sweep. 

the preseason and placed sixth. Fugitt
enters ranked No. 12 nationally by
FloWrestling.com.

“Zan is a gamer. He will always wrestle up
to the competition and never shies away,”
said Martin. “He will have a target on his
back this year as someone to beat and I
think he’s going to really embrace that." 

Martin also added, “He’s a young guy but a
leader of the team. He’s highly respected
throughout our team because he’s a good
teammate and friends with everyone. Kids
just respect people that work hard. Zan
doesn’t only win, but he comes in here,
does the right thing and works hard. He’s a
natural leader, very coachable and a
student of the game.” 

Junior Peyton Moore is a two-time State
qualifier and medalist and will be at 113 or
126. Moore was a runner-up at 106 as a
freshman and finished sixth at 113 as a
sophomore. He finished last year with the
most wins at 46-7, won the COC, and
placed second at Districts. 
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EXPIENCE
WILL

PAVE THE
WAY
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The Nixa bowling team has all the pieces in store to make for a
memorable 2020-21 campaign.  A year ago was a time like no other. The
team saw its season begin, get halted and then resume.

“Last season was cut short. The league was able to start back up in
June and have a completion of sorts,” David Evans said. “Many of the
kids that we are returning were a part of that and were able to shut out
the fact that parents and friends weren’t able to come in and watch.
They did their thing and kept ongoing.”

When Show Me High School Bowling Springfield Conference league
resumed, the Eagles were able to play three games and bowled to a
fourth place finish in the regular season standings, where they received
the No. 4 seed in the conference tournament and faced Lebanon in the
opening round, whom they defeated.  Ozark was next and then they
played the defending Conference and State Champions, Kickapoo.

The Eagles would fall just short again, but Evans believes everyone who
was a part of last year’s team and playing in the midst of a pandemic
made them an overall better and stronger team.

“These kids bowled two full games and five baker games on that last
night to fall just a couple pins short of their goal. We've finished second,
third, and second the last three years in the conference finals,” said
Evans. “I think this is the year that they win it all. We will be returning
five of the seven that we had on the varsity last year. Of those five, four
of them have state championship experience.”

Starting off those state experience returners are Evans’ two seniors,
Ethan Fuller and Daegan Bates.  "Ethan has the skills and ability to put
the team on his back and carry them, and Daegan is as steady as they
come. Both continually practice and do what they can to grow their
game,” stated Evans.



THE FUTURE STILL LOOKS BRIGHT

AND I LOOK FORWARD TO LEADING

THESE KIDS TOWARDS THAT

ELUSIVE CITY CHAMPIONSHIP AND

ULTIMATELY A STATE

CHAMPIONSHIP
-David Evans, head coach

Rounding off the list for Evans’s state experience returners are his
two juniors, Leah Cody and Cameron Burger.  Braedon Master saw
varsity action a year ago for the first time.  

“These five will be the core of this team this year and I really do
expect  big things from them. They have the ability to make things
real tough for the other teams in the league,” said Evans.

While Evans will be relying on his returners this year, some bowlers
who saw junior varsity action will be brought up this year to make an
impact.  "Dalton Black, Justin Montgomery, Justin Cousey, Adam
Parton, James Devers, and Laura Murphy all are definite candidates
to round out the team,” Evans said.

Of his returners, though, Cody made the most impact a year ago.  She
awarded scholarship money ($500) for her second place finish in the
female average category with a 193 for the season. She also was
awarded scholarship money ($300) for winning the most improved
female for the season.

“Leah's season was wonderful last year. She had gained confidence
early on when she had won her spot in the 2020 Junior Gold National
Championship tournament that was to be held in Las Vegas this past
year. That confidence kept going right on through the season and
fueled her and her team. Last year she was second in average in the
female division with a 193. I fully expect her to win that this year,”
added Evans.

As always, Evans will rely upon his seniors as leaders, Fuller and
Bates.  He expects Cody and Fuller to continue on what they normally
do and new faces to have a breakout year.

“I think with Leah and Ethan it wouldn't really be a breakout year.
They're gonna do what they do and do it at a high level like always,”
Evans said. “I think that Cameron Burger and Braedon Masters are
the are the two that I would expect to have that kind of season.

Cameron was a huge part of the State run in 2018, and Evans  feels
that he has what it takes to take it to the next level.

"Braedon is another that I am looking forward to see how his game
has grown. Last year probably wasn't what either of us were
expecting, but he never gave up. With another year of maturity and
practice under his belt, I expect him to have a big year,” stated Evans.

For Evans, no matter the returners, newcomers or the year, his goals
remain the same.

But, this year he is very optimistic about his team and goals.  

“First we want to finish first in the league regular season, be the top
seed in the conference finals, win the Conference Championship,
make the state tournament, and win a State Championship," stated
Evans.

Evans continued, “I don't think our goals are unrealistic as we have
come oh so close the last few years. Individually, I would love to have
an Eagle sweep across the standing in high games and averages. All
things that can be accomplished by these kids.”

Rivals, as always, will be the biggest challenge to surpass though.

“Our biggest rival every year seems to be Glendale. Not sure why, but
that seems to be the team that we've had the most problems beating
over the last few years. Kickapoo and Ozark would be a close
second,” Evans said on his big matches for the season. “They are
never easy to beat, but somehow we've been able to get by them a
few times. Ozark is solid up and down, as we are, and we match up
well with them year after year.”

Still Evans believes.  “The future still looks bright and I look forward
to leading these kids towards that elusive city championship and
ultimately a state championship,” said Evans.
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